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Renew your
IWAT Membership
for the

2008-2009 year.

Don’t lose your
membership
privileges and
subscription to the
Circle.

Renew your
membership for only
NT$ 1000

Reduced price valid
until September 30,
2008

New Members:
NT$1200

Contact:

Izirilli@gmail.com

Attention All Members:

Please take a look at the IWAT
website:

www.iwat.org

All IWAT activities are updated
on a regular basis. You may
also find contact persons and
email addresses on this site.

Do you know of an event or
activity happening in Taiwan or
specifically, Taichung? Let us
know and we may include it in
Circle.

Email:
iwattaichung@yahoo.com

PROFILE
Getting to know someone...

Is there an IWAT member you
see often and want us to know
better? Send us your
suggestions for members for
our PROFILE section.

Previous vol. 25 Issue 1
Cover photo was created by
Frederikke Tu.




Word from the President...

Hello IWAT ladies,

Celebrations. Just the word makes me smile.
Some of my favorite memories are of celebrations.
Birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, graduations,
holidays. We all celebrate different occasions and
in different ways, but we all celebrate. | think of
family and friends, good food and drink, the joy of
sharing the good things in life.

November and December are filled with
celebrations for me: The American traditional
Thanksgiving, several family birthdays, my
parent’s anniversary, Christmas and New Year’s
Eve. | hope everyone has the opportunity to also
celebrate in the upcoming months.

Enjoy!
Kerry
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basis.




Member Profiles
New Members

Julie McNeill

Home — U.S.A. California

Occupation — homemaker

Interests — travel, history, music, books
Phone — 0988766793

E-Mail — juliemcneill80@yahoo.com

Louise Village

Home - Taiwan

Past Residence - New Zealand

Occupation - Director

Interests - International Ballroom Dancing and
Travel

Phone - 0917 998797

E-mail -louise888@hotmail.com

Happy Birthday to*:

Shirley Hewitt — November 11
Tina Haugbro — November 22
Mary Pan — November 29

Hsiu-Mei Tsai — December 2
Melody Hou — December 8
Kerry Putske — December 10
Lei-Mei Bau — December 16
Kate Hoke — December 18

*Please accept our sincere apology if we have missed your birthday!!



Member Profiles

GOOD-BYE TO0 MEMBERS

It is very sad to say “good-bye” to members of
IWAT when they leave. Two of our ladies have
recently left Taichung to go overseas.

One of our longest serving members, Jan
Harwood, retired during the summer and left
Taiwan to return to Durham, in the UK. She

initially arrived in Taichung in 1977, and apart
from a four year spell, had spent over thirty
years in Taichung. Jan was a very active
member of IWAT and had various positions on
the Board, which includes President and Vice-
President.

At the beginning of August, another long
standing IWAT member, Phyllis Quinn, left
Taichung. She and her husband, Pat, are
having a short holiday in the USA, before going
to Japan to live.

Both ladies will be sorely missed, but everyone
wishes them “Bon Voyage” and “good luck all
new ventures” they may undertake in the future.

L. Flower



Coffee Morning Snap Shots

August Coffee Morning at
Lene’s house.

September Coffee Morning at
Heidi’s house.




Luncheon - what are Luncheons all about?

One of the regular monthly activities for the
International Women’s Association of Taichung is
the monthly luncheon held on the first Wednesday
of each month. It is a gathering at the Evergreen
Hotel that begins at 10:00 am with a coffee and
conversation time. This is a regular monthly
gathering for members and guests, as well as any
newcomers to Taichung who are looking for an
opportunity to get acquainted with ex-pats and
local ladies as well.

The Monthly Lunch is a more formal gathering
with a social time, an announcements and
business session, often a guest speaker or activity
to participate in, and then the chance to enjoy a
deli:cf:ious buffet lunch prepared by the Evergreen
staff.

In recent years we have had numerous guest
speakers from the Taichung community including
Jen-Ai Hospital, Compass magazine, and PAWS
organization, held bake sales, had jewelry
demonstrations and sales, learned how beneficial
“laughter is to our health, shared about the various
international customs of our members, heard from
some of the local businesses and restaurants, as
well as a belly dancing demonstration and
information about home-schooling programs.
Holidays throughout the calendar year always
provide additional activities, recognitions, and gift
exchanges.

Previous years activities included lectures on
various Taiwanese /local customs and food
preparations, information about the Persian rug
industry, and guest speakers from area schools
and universities. In the 24 years that IWAT has
been a part of the Taichung community, we have
enjoyed a wide variety of programs and guest
speakers.

The announcements and business portion on the
schedule provides the opportunity to become
better acquainted with the workings of IWAT and
the activities and community involvements we
support. It is the chance to see and hear about the
plans for future months and offer input, also an
opportunity to volunteer to participate in any of the
areas that seem of interest to you as a means of
contributing to and joining in IWAT.

Of course through out all of the morning there is
lots of conversation and opportunity to become
better acquainted......and the buffet luncheon
offered each month is always an

enjoyment....... many delicious dishes to choose
from and of course more conversation while
seated at the tables together.

A highlight of each monthly lunch is the “lucky
draw” or “ raffle”....... when you first arrive for the
gathering, you are greeted and asked to sign in,
pay the appropriate fee ( NT 600 for members, NT
700 for non-members and guests ) and receive a
nametag....this is also the opportunity to purchase
“raffle” tickets for the “lucky draw”.....NT 100 gets
you 3 tickets and a good chance of being the
winner....... each month there is a different prize,
and it is always fun to see who has the winning
number.

Another special recognition is for the birthday
ladies of the month......any IWAT member
attending the lunch in the month of her birthday is
eligible for the “lucky draw” of the birthday
gift....... it is a way to recognize and celebrate our
members and their birthdays and have a bit of fun
seeing who is the “lucky birthday girl”.

| hope this article provides you with enough
information about the IWAT monthly luncheon
activity and an interest incoming to the next
?athering ....... just join us at Evergreen Hotel, B-2
loor and look for a group of ladies enjoying a cup
of tea or coffee and chatting away.......

Announcements and contact information for this
activity are listed in our IWAT Circle magazine and
the Taichung Compass magazine publications.......
Request for an RSVP prior is preferred, but walk-
ins are welcomed......

Come for just the coffee and conversation session
(NT 200) or plan to stay for the entire
program....give it try and come see what the IWAT
monthly luncheon is all about......

Article contributed by Kate Hoke




Tours and Workshop

September Tour to Chi Chang Yuan

After a week-end of tropical storms, the ladies
were looking forward to the September IWAT
outing to the private art gallery, Chi Chang
Yuan, which is situated in Tahsi Township,
Taoyuan County. It was established in 1994,
and has a very good reputation for cultural
artifacts and artwork.

Eight ladies met at Mitsukoshi at 8-30am on
Wednesday 17t September. As soon as the
bus set off, sandwiches and hot drinks were
distributed to everyone for breakfast. The
journey went very quickly, with only one stop
at a rest area.

We arrived at the beautiful resort mid-
morning. The lush green lawns, which were
dotted with sheep, were surrounded by
mountains. The realistic-looking sheep are
works of art by the French surrealist artist
Lalanne. We were personally welcomed at
the gallery by the owner, who was also our
hostess for the visit, Madame Chang. We
were served cold lotus seed soup and tea
before we began the tour. The exhibits
include ancient chinaware, antiques, furniture,
paintings and calligraphy. In addition there is
also an exquisite collection of French glass.
Everyone agreed that the displays are
beautiful.

After taking photographs and saying
“Goodbye”, we went on the short journey to
Daxi Township to the Cihu Sculptural Park.
This is the only memorial park in Taiwan
dedicated to one person, Chiang Kai-shek.
There are 141 statues placed there. It was a
pleasant walk through the gardens and over
the bridges.

We enjoyed lunch at the Dahshi Artist Villa.
There are some lovely views from the villa
which was once a particular favorite vacation
home of Madame Chiang Kai-shek. As we
boarded the transport for the journey home,
everyone agreed that a wonderful day was
had by all.

Thank you to Scarlet and Yvonne for
organizing a super outing.

Article contributed by Lesley Flower



Tours and Workshop
October Tour to Lu-Gu Tea farm

The schedule of the October tour was as follows:

08:10 Gathering at Mitsukoshi at Chung-gang Road

08:30 Start for Nantou

09:40 Visit the Tea Culture Center (Film and Tea Ceremony)
11:20 Visit Nei-Hu Elementary School in the mountains

12:10 Lunch

13:30 Sightseeing bamboo charcoal and landscape of Nantou
16:30 Back in Taichung
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Celebrations

The first Thanksgiving feast was actually a traditional English
harvest celebration with some special guests. It took place in
what is now Plymouth; Massachusetts, in the autumn of 1621,
after months of hard work and help from a nearby Native
American Tribe, the Wampanoag. Together they feasted on
foods caught or harvested in the area, including wild turkey,
which has become the most famous of Thanksgiving foods.

Although the first Thanksgiving feast took place in 1926, it
wasn’t until 1863 that it became a national American holiday.
A woman named Sarah Hale wrote letters to politicians,
presenting facts about the first Thanksgiving feast arguing the
need for a day to give thanks. President Abraham Lincoln
made it an official federal holiday, following a victory for the
union forces at Gettysburg during the Civil War.

For most Americans, the Thanksgiving meal consists of a turkey with stuffing, cranberry sauce,
potatoes, and pumpkin pie (or sweet potato pie if you hail from the South.). While there are
numerous regional and ethnic variations, this basic menu has not changed much in the last
two hundred years. And you will not believe it — but you can actually get all the ingredients in
Taichung — or the easy one — just order a set meal from one of the International

hotels/restaurants.

christm?*

Christmas is one of the most important holidays for Christians
around the world because it is the day that their messiah, Jesus
Christ, was born.




Celebrations

When East meets West for the Holidays

For those of us who celebrate Christmas it is deeply rooted in a unique blend of
cultural, family and for many religious traditions. But how do those of us who have been
transplanted from our original soil, temporarily or more permanently, deal with the holidays?
While many Expats living in Taiwan chose to fly *“home” for the holidays, those of us who stay
must find our own meaningful way to celebrate the holiday in a country that has not
traditionally celebrated Christmas.

There is no official holiday in Taiwan, although prior to 2001 Constitution Day
was celebrated on the 25th of December. My husband and I are self-employed and let our
two boys skip school on the 24th, which is the date we usually have our Christmas Eve dinner
in my native Denmark. At the same time this is the busiest time of the year for our online
business www.ojolie.com as people are scrambling to send their last minute holiday greetings
using the animated and artistic cards I make. After our dinner my husband usually stays up
most of the night to respond customer mails as most of our members are in the US or
European times zones.

When my Taiwanese husband and I first met in the US, he was perplexed by
the importance of the holiday to me. We had to find our own way of celebrating the holiday
that would also make sense to him, not having celebrated it ever before. Luckily his uncle
and brother, also living in the US, took turns with us hosting the dinner and so the holiday
provided a wonderful opportunity for all of us to see each other. When we hosted the dinner,
I tried to incorporate as many of my cultural traditions as possible.

Ironically I have not celebrated many a Christmas in Denmark, even as a child.

My father’s job took us all over the world and we learned to make creative use of whatever
the local environment provided. When we lived in Holland we were able to procure most of
what we needed for a traditional Danish Christmas dinner, which involved detailed
instructions to the butcher of the cut of meat needed for our pork roast and the help of the
postal service. We invited our British friends as guests who thought some of our traditions
were hilarious — especially dancing around the Christmas tree, hand in hand, and then
snaking our way through the whole house while we singing at the top of our lungs!

By the time I was a teenager living in Chile, our traditions had diverged quite a
bit and dinner became a local asado or barbeque, because who wants to eat pork when you
have access to some of the best grass fed beef in the world? And rather than trying to find a
pine tree to cut down and put in our house in the midst of the summer in the southern
hemisphere, we substituted the traditional lighting of real candles on our tree by putting out
candles in the pool by the seaside.

It embodied the same feeling of “hygge” that is central to our celebration of
Christmas in Denmark. “Hygge” is perhaps the most difficult to translate concept and is used
to describe anything that means being together in a cozy and relaxed way. It permeates all
of our social life and Christmas traditions, probably due to the many dark months our
ancestors had to spend cooped up together during the winter. And “hygge” can certainly be
transplanted to anywhere in the world, because not only is home where my bed is, but
“hygge” is really about surrounding yourself with those you love, making some yummy food
made from the abundance of local ingredients, lighting a few candles and wishing for another
healthy and happy year. So maybe this year I will indulge in buying an expertly roasted duck
from a local shop, serving a few sides of my family’s favorite Danish and Taiwanese dishes
that mingle well and making a “"Christmas” tree completely out of white orchids.

Happy Holidays!

Article contributed by Frederikke Tu



To Do

Luncheons

November 2008 Luncheon
Wednesday November 5th, 2008
Location: Evergreen Hotel (B-2)
Cost: 600nt RSVP: Oct. 31, 2008

December 2008 Holiday Luncheon
Wednesday December 3rd, 2008

Location: Evergreen Hotel B-2

Cost: 600nt RSVP: Dec. 1, 2008

December Holiday Luncheon Schedule:

10:00 to 11:00 AM Coffee and Social Hour

11:00 to 11:30 PM Announcements and Business
Meeting (Raffle Lucky Draw Gifts, Birthday Gifts)
11:30 to 1:00 PM Buffet Luncheon and Holiday
Gift Exchange

All are welcome to attend. Bring a gift costing no
more than NT500 to participate in the gift
exchange!

Child care is available at a cost of NT300 per child,
reservation must be made at time of RSVP.

Contact Kate Hoke 09 3705 3097 or
dhoke001@yahoo.com.

Kindly give 24 hours notice if you cannot attend,
otherwise you will still be charged for the lunch.

Coffee Mornings 10:00 am — 12:00 pm

November 26, 2008
at the home of Lesley Flower (09 5541 8046)

December 2008 — no Coffee Morning

Please bring a dish to share!

Mahjong

Meets every Tuesday from 10am
Location: Early Bird Diner,

150 ZhongMing S Road

Contact: Kate Hoke 0937 053 097
All welcome!! (Beginners, too!!)

Moms & Tots Playgroup (Dad’s too)

Moms and Tots Play group meets regularly on
Tuesdays or Thursdays from 10 AM to noon -
location varies.

Contact: Jenifer Tseng 0918 650 712 or
meikhail@gmail

Book Club
November 2008 — no book club

December 10, 2008
at the home of Laurie Zirilli
Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See

Contact: Jen Scheller (0933 828 744)

Tours and Workshop

November 12, 2008
Bike ride

December 17, 2008
Cookie Decorating at the home of Laurie Zirilli.

RSVP contact Yvonne Chang at (04)2463-3143 or
email: yvonnechang0127@pchome.com.tw

IWAT Monthly Board Meeting

November 5, 2008
following the November Luncheon

December 10, 2008
at the home of Kerry Putzke




Around the world
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In August 2008 Mr. Dieter Offenhaeusser, Deputy Secretary General of the German Commission for UNESCO,
Bonn held a speech at the German Cultural Center in Taipei. Through one of our most dedicated members Mrs.
Anna Jaeger we have received the speech in the entire length and will successively reprint parts of it in the coming
Circle issues:

UNESCO is the ,United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization“. UNESCO is
much more than the ,World‘s Cultural Organization®. While more than 80-90 % of articles written in German
Newspaper deal with cultural heritage, the cultural heritage has only a 15% part in all of UNESCO's programmes.

To be continued.......

Press release

Jen-Ai Hospital International Patient Center has celebrated its 5th Anniversary, at the end of September and
we are quite pleased to announce that to date, we have directly serviced over 6,600 patient visits, with 1,650+
international patients coming from more than 70 different nationalities!

To better serve the growing international community in Taichung, we are looking to hire new Project Managers
at our International Patient Center. If you know of somebody that may be a good candidate for this position (the
candidate must be fluent in English & Chinese; preferably a native of that country - “ABC” / “CBC” / “BBC” or at
the minimum, have lived abroad for more than 5+ years), please have them send their resume / C.V. to me via
email and | will arrange for an interview with them, as soon as possible. We are looking to serve even more
international patients, especially foreigners from “not so common” nationalities (so that we can then
introduce them to other foreigners who may be from that country, currently residing in Taichung or at least find
them someone who speaks the same language). We understand that it's not easy living in a foreign country, and
our IPC program was created with the hopes of helping foreigners when seeking medical help in Taichung. It's
been 5 years since that people, like yourselves, have been recommending our services to all of their friends
and family. All of this wouldn't have been possible without each and every one of you, so thank you, everyone!
For your future reference, if you need to schedule / reschedule your medical appointments, you may complete
the abbreviated request form at the following link http://www.jah.org.tw/international/ipc_request regular.asp ;
alternatively, you may call the English Information Hotline: 0963-175-765, Monday ~ Friday, 9:00 am ~ 5:30
pm or you could always email me at mchan@mail.jah.org.tw for any medical-related questions that you may
have. Wishing that happiness, good health, and good times greet you, each & every day! With our limited
capabilities, we (Jen-Ai Hospital International Patient Center) will continue to do our best to serve you and
other foreigners living in Taichung!

Mark K. Chan, M.B.A., Program Director

International Patient Center, Jen-Ai Hospital: Tali

Mobile: 0963-175-765




Info

IWAT Board Members & Assistants
President

Open

Vice President

Kerry Putzke
klpbikes@hotmail.com

Tours/Workshops

Yvonne Chang
yvonnechang0127@pchome.com.tw
Secretary

Jen Scheller

jenscheller@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Deby Pippin
deby.pippin@gmail.com

Membership

Laurie Zirilli

Izirilli@gmail.com

Hospitality

Kate Hoke
dhoke001@yahoo.com

The Circle

Lay out/Editor: Lene Lauridsen
poul.lene@msa.hinet.net

Photos: Lesley Flower

0972 159 174

0915 393 011

0933 828 744

0939 535 155

04 2251 5432

0988 103 991

04 2301 7396
0937 053 097

04 2461 2119
0934 319 675

Features: Lei-mei Bau, Yvonne Chang and Frederikke Tu

What is IWAT?

members
Annual Activities:
Formal Christmas Party

Charity Event

www.iwat.org

Founded in 1984 with a membership of 12 women, the
International Women’s Association of Taichung is a non-
profit, volunteer organization, which meets on a regular
basis to assist with local charities, provide community
services and share information about Taichung with its

Phone Numbers

Emergency Numbers:

Police Foreign Affairs Division (English)
2327 3875

Fire/Emergency/Ambulance

119 (Chinese)

English Directory Assistance

106

International Schools:

American School in Taichung (AST)
04 2239 7532

Morrison Academy

04 2292 1171

Hospitals:

Adventist Hospital — Taichung
04 2226 8990

Adventist Hospital — Taipei
012771 8151

Cheng Ching (blue) Hospital
04 2463 2000

China Medical College Hospital
04 2205 2121

Chungshan Medical & Dental Hospital
04 2201 5111

Jen-Ai Hospital

2225 5450

Jen-Ai Hospital (Tali)

04 2481 9900

Veterans General Hospital

04 2359 2525

The Circle is the bi-monthly magazine
of the International Women’s
Association of Taichung. It publishes 6
times per year. We welcome all
submissions that would be interesting to
the group. We reserve the right to edit
or reject material based on content.




FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS
CONTACT LING LING: 2451-8187

Exclusive printer for the IWAT Circle

Feng Chia Print Enterprise Company

No. 5, Lane 19, Feng-Chia Rd., Taichung City
Tel: 04-2451-8187 - 2451-7399
Fax: 04-2451-2228

E-mail: fctpcom@ms71.hinet.net

Jen-Ai Hospital

International Patient Centetr

Celebrates 5" Anniversary —

Serving mare than 70 different waftio walities in Taic bong
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Nike Inc., Taichung

IPC Webasite: hrp:/ /www.jah.org.tw/international.asp
IPC English Information Hotline: 0963-175-765
For appointment: 04-2481-9900 cxt. 1995
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Taichung Unlocked, 2nd Edition

The essential guide to living in Taichung
Available at a business near you!!

NEW REDUCED PRICE: 100NT!!!

Supplies WON'T last!!!

For more information email
iwattaichung@yahoo.com

&

! I
International Women's Association of Taichung




